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P.O. Box 2431 � South Portland, Maine 04116-2431 � www.mainechiefs.us
(207) 799-9318 � Fax: (207) 767-2214 � email: mcopa@maine.rr.com
Robert M. Schwartz, Executive Director � Chief Philip Roberts, President

summer MEETING
JUNE 2 - 4, 2010 @ 

Sebasco Harbor Resort, Sebasco, Maine 
Telephone: 207-389-1161

As this is the Summer Meeting the suggested 
dress for the meeting is casual attire. 

Welcome To The On-line Edition Of The Command Post

Of�cer safety Chief Phil Roberts

This is another of the recurring articles on Of�cer Safety, the 
focus item of 2009-10 for the Maine Chiefs of Police Association. 
Listed below are some random thoughts and suggestions that I 
have recently received on Of�cer Safety.

�	Some departments have added a new type of �vibration� siren 
to their cruisers to compensate for the distracted driving of 
people using cell phones, earphones and a variety of non-
driving related activities.

�	While hoping that it is never used, many departments have 
expanded Crisis Intervention training.

�	More departments are adding GPS locating systems to cruisers 
so others can locate an of�cer in need of assistance.

�	Less than lethal weapons are being added as standard 
equipment to minimize the number of hands on confrontational 
situations of�cers must deal with.

�	Departments are giving more thought to extended rest periods 
between shifts and limits on the number of consecutive hours 
personnel work.

�	One department has supervisors ride along with of�cers and 
pose a number of �what if� tactical questions to keep people 
thinking and current with department policies.

�	One Chief does an annual report to of�cers telling them how 
of�cers across the country have been injured or killed in the 
past year. An annual reminder of where danger lies.

�	Do frequent inspections of equipment. Don�t wait until it is 
needed to �nd out something isn�t working properly.

�	Extra personnel are assigned during extremely inclement 
weather so that no of�cer is out there alone.

�	EVOC and Defensive Driving training focuses on the highest 
frequency and highest danger element of the job.

�	Dangerous suspect and other alerts are sent to of�cer�s MDTs 
in addition to being broadcast by radio. Many people absorb 
information better when it is written rather than the spoken 
word and this also gives them something to refer back to.

Hope these tips are helpful.

Memorial Service

The Maine Chiefs of Police Association Annual 
Memorial Service will be held on Thursday May 
13, 2010 at 11:00 A.M. at the Memorial site on 
State Street in Augusta, Me.

Governor John Baldacci 
will be the keynote speaker

All police and sheriff departments are asked to 
send a representative to this service. The service 
will last approximately 40 minutes and will honor 
those fallen of�cers in the state who have made 
the ultimate sacri�ce.

DUES NOTICE
The 2010 Dues Notices have been sent out to the 

members. Please pay your dues promptly. 
Thank You!

MIRANDA WARNING CARDS: 
Last fall at a Maine Chiefs training on law updates, it was 
discovered that there were several variations of the Miranda 
Warning & Waiver being used by law enforcement of�cers in 
Maine. The Attorney General�s Of�ce examined the variations 
and issued the following as the recommended language for the 
Warning & Waiver.

The Attorney General�s Of�ce no longer offers free Miranda 
cards. For that reason, the Maine Chiefs of Police Association 
has printed up a stock of the cards with the recommended 
language and is now in a position to offer the cards to law 
enforcement agencies in the State at the following cost:

$15.00 plus mailing cost for 100 cards.
$10.00 plus mailing cost for 50 cards.
$5.00 plus mailing cost for 25 cards.
$.25 apiece for 1-24 cards plus mailing costs.

The cards may be ordered from 
Robert Schwartz, Executive Director, 

by calling the Association of�ce at 799-9318 or 
email mcopa@maine.rr.com.
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from the executive director Chief Robert, M. Schwartz, Ret.
The Winter Meeting & Vendor Show of the Association at the Wyndham Hotel in South Portland was 
a great success. This was a joint meeting with the Maine Sheriff�s Association. The Conference was 
well attended by both associations The Training Bureau of Labor OSHA Compliance and the Pursuit 
Police training was well received. We had 62 vendors display their products at our vendor show. We 
have already had some inquiries about next year�s vendor conference . The joint awards banquet went 
very well. We had over 200 people attend the banquet. The Maine Chiefs gave 11 awards and the 
Sheriff�s gave 7 awards. I would like to thank Executive Director Mary Ann Beal of the Maine Sheriff�s 
Association for her assistance in making the conference a success.

The 117th Annual Convention and Training Conference of the International Association of Chiefs of Police will be held October 23-
27th, 2010 in Orlando Fl. I have the hotel registration forms presently. We will be staying at the Rosen Center which is a hotel adjacent 
to the Orange County Convention Center.
It appears that law enforcement as a whole is under attack when the legislature is in session. Many legislators feel it is necessary to 
sponsor legislation to dilute police powers through legislation. It is for this reason that we as an association have to be diligent in the 
monitoring of all legislative documents submitted in an attempt to keep the abreast of our duties. We all agree that law enforcement 
is a very dif�cult job today and we need to keep the tools to do the job.
The Maine Chiefs of Police Association Scholarship applications for 2010 closed on April 16, 2010. There were 12 applications and 
the scholarship committee will be meeting in the next couple of weeks to select the receipts for this year.
The association has partnered with Winter People in Freeport to host our Association products. They have a large supply of items 
such as caps, golf shirts, jackets, wind shirts etc. You can select the logo, color and size as well as pay by credit card. You can reach 
the online store by going to our website www.mainechiefs.com and it is on the home page.

THOUGHTS FROM THE PRESIDENT Chief Philip Roberts
�Do more with less.� It�s budget time for most of us and I�m sure that a lot of you have heard that 
phrase frequently in the past few months. 
�Why do you spend so much on overtime?� �Can�t you wait another year to replace that car?� �Why 
do you need to buy replacement vests? There�s nothing wrong with the old ones.�
All of these and more questions are asked by sincere and honest citizens who are trying to keep the 
tax rates down. But this year, many Chiefs and other department heads are hearing the mandate of 
0% increase - or less. I know of one community where department heads were told to prepare for a 
20% reduction in funding. �Do more with less.� It�s a great idea, but the people making these requests 

don�t offer any advice on how to get it done.
Just looking through some recent e-mails I �nd requirements and requests for police departments to expand their services and 
functions in so many ways: more required training, involvement with Restorative Justice programs, activities for Triad, underage 
drinking enforcement, traf�c safety programs, walks and runs for charities, medical marijuana shops, topless demonstrations and so 
much more. All of this, and the traditional demands for law and order as well. How can a Chief or Sheriff be expected to do it all?
The answer to that question is here; the Maine Chiefs of Police Association. If this sounds like an advertisement, I guess, in a way, it 
is. I know of no other single resource where law enforcement of�cials can gather so much information, and get so much assistance, 
as MCOPA.
For the price of our annual dues we not only get an outstanding informational resource, we also get representation in Augusta, 
Washington D.C. and every other location where law enforcement issues related to the State of Maine are being discussed. We get 
up to the minute education on changing policies, laws, training and equipment and referrals to potential sites where funding might 
be available to help our communities through these tight budgetary times. 
In addition, we have a dedicated Executive Director who puts in countless hours on our behalf and a staff of �volunteer� workers who 
contribute to the MCOPA efforts because they are committed to what they do. Where else can you have a staff of 350 like-minded, 
sharing and cooperative professionals for the price that you pay for dues? Is this a bargain or what?
Honestly, membership and participation in MCOPA is one of the best commitments that you and your communities can make. 
I know that this was not the typical president�s column where I tell you how quickly time has passed and about the things that have 
happened in the past few months. And, I really didn�t mean this to be a cheerleading session for the MCOPA. But I am proud and 
pleased to be a part of this association and I hope you are too. I just wanted to take this opportunity to remind you about it.
Hope to see you all at the June meeting. All the plans are made for this to be another outstanding conference.

command post
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conference notes

Welcome
The Sebasco Harbor Resort staff is looking 
forward to our arrival. The hotel has ample rooms 
available for the conference. Sebasco Estates is 
located at 79 Kenyon Road, Sebasco, Maine.

rooms
The room rate that has been negotiated is 
$119.00 plus tax - Please remember that your 
room reservations are your responsibility. The 
Sebasco Harbor Resort telephone number is 207-
389-1161. You should mention the Maine Chief’s 
Conference when making your reservations. 
Check in time on June 2, 2010 at 1500 hours. 

Upcoming Meetings
Maine Chiefs of Police Association

Summer Meeting: 
June 2-4, 2010

Sebasco Harbor Resort, Sebasco, Maine

Fall Meeting
September 15-18, 2010

Marriott Hotel, South Portland, Maine

Winter Meeting
February 2-4, 2011

Wyndham Hotel, South Portland, Maine 
Vendor Show

New England Association 
of Chiefs of Police

Annual Conference
September 12-15, 2010

Doubletree Hotel, South Burlington, VT

International Association 
of Chiefs of Police

117th Annual Conference
October 23-27, 2010

Orlando, FL

Contact Bob Schwartz FMI

HOW DO I BUY MCOPA MERCHANDISE?

WE NOW HAVE A 
NEW ONLINE STORE AT

WWW.MAINECHIEFS.COM

Auxiliary of maine chIEfs 
by Rhoda MacMaster

 The Auxiliary met on February 5, 2010 in South Portland.  The 
annual auction was once again a great success and  we also had 
a 50/50 raf�e. We would like to thank our members, the Chiefs 
of Police and vendors who donated items.
We voted to give $500.00 to Camp POSTCARD  This money 
will sponsor two campers. We also gave money to Laurie Macdaid 
for the NAMI walk(the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill).
Our �rst scholarship recipient was  Tara Taggett, daughter of Ann 
and Michael Gahagan. She is in a nursing program.
Kate Braestrup, Chaplain of the Maine Wardens Service and 
author of �Marriage and Other Acts of Charity� spoke to us at 
our February meeting. We enjoyed her talk and she autographed 
our books.
We will be meeting at Sebasco Harbor in Phippsburg on Friday, 
June 4.
Our project for the June meeting is to again �ll packages for the 
troops serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.  If anyone would like to 
help with donations here is a list of things we need: toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, mouthwash, dental �oss, chap stick, sun block, soup, 
crackers, granola bars, microwave popcorn, nuts and sun�ower 
seeds, canned or dried fruit, hard candy, gum, teabags, pre-
sweetened powdered drink mixes, instant coffee, beef jerky, 
sardines, �ying discs (Frisbees), balloons, jump ropes, magazines, 
dec ks of cards, instant oatmeal, batteries, socks, white sheets, 
mini fans, lotion, hand sanitizer, powder, cotton balls, pain 
relievers, and cold medicine. 
We would welcome any donations from our members and from 
any members of the Maine Chiefs. You can drop them off at the 
registration table.     
Hope to see you there. Remember: summer meeting is casual 
dress. 

New chiefs and members 
NEW CHIEFS

Chief Scott Minckler was appointed Chief of the Lincoln Police Department. 
In March of 2010. Chief Minckler was acting chief of police in North�eld, 
MSA Police Department. Chief Kinckler holds a BA degree in Criminal 
Justice from West�eld State College in Massachusetts.

NEW MEMBERS

Lt. Michael Ward	 Oxford Police Department	 Regular
Capt. Vernon Malloch	 Portland Police Department	  Associate
Lt. Randy Walker	 Carrabassett Valley Police Dept.	 Regular
Dep. Chief James Minkowsky	 Lewiston Police Sept.	 Regular
Chief Dep. Michael Lemay	 Androscoggin S/O	 Regular
Sgt. Kevin Edecomb	 Mount Desert PD	 Associate
Jay Kehoe	 Witmer Pub.Safety Group	 Corp. Assoc.

The association wishes the best of luck to the new chiefs and members 
and look forward to your active participation in the chiefs association
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OPERATION PREVAIL - VIRGINA TECH: 
A LOOK BACK... 

	 Within minutes, local, state and federal law enforcement from 
around Virginia were responding to the worst mass-killing on 
a college campus in our nation�s history. Join Colonel Steve 
Flaherty, Virginia State Police Superintendent, for a detailed 
discussion on lessons learned and the strategies put forth to 
respond and investigate the mass tragedy of April 16, 2007. 
Colonel Flaherty will explore the partnering of multi-agency 
resources, the critical decision-making that ultimately saved 
lives, and the impact of conducting a high-pro�le investigation 
under intense, international media pressure.

Colonel W. Steven Flaherty, 
SUperintendent Virginia State Police 

	 For 34 years, Colonel W. Steven Flaherty has proudly served 
the Commonwealth of Virginia as a public safety professional. 
Since his appointment to Superintendent on October 1, 2003, 
Colonel Flaherty has proven himself as an experienced, 
respected, innovative leader committed to the protection and 
safety of Virginia�s citizens and highways. With three generations 
of Flaherty�s having served among the ranks of the Virginia State 
Police, Colonel Flaherty is known as a �trooper�s trooper� and 
recognized for his integrity, professionalism, and dedication to 
mission.
	 His career with the Virginia State Police began in 1975 as a 
trooper assigned to Fredericksburg. Since then, he has served in 
many capacities including: Sergeant on the Academy staff; First 
Sergeant in the Norton Area Of�ce; Lieutenant and later Captain 
of the Safety Division; Deputy Director of the Bureau of Field 
Operations (BFO); and Director of the Bureau of Administrative 
and Support Services (BASS). His years of service have earned 
him 55 commendations for distinction in public safety.
	 As Superintendent, Colonel Flaherty has reorganized various 
areas of the Department in order to enhance the ef�ciency of 
State Police services to the public and other law enforcement. 
Under his direction, the Virginia State Police achieved re-
accreditation in 2004 and 2007 from the National Commission 
on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies (CALEA), a proven 
management model solicited by local and state law enforcement 
nationwide. Colonel Flaherty also oversaw the establishment 
of the Northern Virginia-DC Internet Crimes Against Children 
(ICAC) Task Force, creation of a Sex Offender Investigative Unit, 
and enhanced recruitment of minority populations. He has also 
been pivotal in the development and management of a multi-
million dollar emergency communications system known as the 
Statewide Agencies Radio System (STARS) - the nation�s �rst 
integrated voice-over-data communications system being used 
by 21 Virginia state agencies. During Colonel Flaherty�s tenure 
as Superintendent, a much needed expansion to the State Police 
Administrative Headquarters was completed; thus allowing for 
adequate space for the Virginia Fusion Center and the new, 
state-of-the-art Virginia Emergency Operations Center (EOC). 
	 From the hallowed grounds of the Pentagon and Virginia Tech 
to the aftermaths of Hurricane Isabel and other natural disasters, 
Colonel Flaherty is a seasoned veteran of emergency management 

maine chiefs of police association
SUMMER MEETING TRAININGS

especially in the most challenging of crisis situations. One of 
Colonel Flaherty�s most de�ning moments was his leadership 
role during the tragic events of April 16, 2007 on the Virginia 
Tech campus. His immediate deployment of State Police�s skilled 
personnel was paramount to the collaborative success of an 
immense multi-agency response, and unprecedented homicide 
investigation in both size and scope. A seasoned communicator, 
Colonel Flaherty also expertly managed the mass of media from 
around the world that had descended on the university campus 
to cover the nation�s deadliest school shooting.
	 Colonel Flaherty has a B.S. from Excelsior College in Albany, 
New York, with a concentration in Criminal Justice and Protective 
Services. He is a graduate of the FBI National Executive Institute, 
the Virginia Executive Institute, and Northwestern University�s 
School of Police Staff and Command. He also serves on 
numerous state and federal emergency services, criminal justice, 
and training committees. His memberships include the Virginia 
Association of Chiefs of Police and the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police.

SAFETY PLANNING & THREAT ASSESSMENT
	 School, workplace and other institutional violence is on a 
rise in our country. This presentation will provide guidelines for 
developing safety plans and threat assessment management 
teams for schools It will include identifying the early warning 
signs of school and workplace violence, the reasons for having 
crisis response plans in place, the necessary components of an 
effective safety plan and a threat assessment team.

LT. ROBERT JONSEN
LOS ANGELES COUNTY SHERRIFF�S DEPARTMENT 

	 Lieutenant Bob Jonsen has been a member of the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff�s Department for the past twenty-four years and 
is currently working as the coordinator for the Antelope Valley 
Crime Fighting Initiative (AVCFI), which coordinates crime 
reduction efforts throughout a 1370 square mile region. The 
AVCFI was recently awarded the �2010 James Q. Wilson Award 
for Excellence in Community Policing.�
	 Bob has been training law enforcement personnel since 1988, 
teaching topics such as: use of force, of�cer safety, search & 
seizure, defensive tactics, civil litigation, violence prevention and 
ethics. He has Master�s Degree in Organizational Leadership, 
along with a teaching credential for law enforcement 
occupancies.
	 In an effort to reduce school and juvenile violence, Bob began 
working closely with the Los Angeles County Of�ce of Education�s 
�Safe School Center� in 1997 and in October 2000, received the 
�Outstanding Young Californian� award for his work in this area. 
	 Bob was involved in the development and presentation of the 
1999 POST Youth Violence telecourse, the Los Angeles County 
Of�ce of Education�s Youth Weapons Prevention and Intervention 
Program, and First Responder training offered through the 
Federal Law Enforcement Training Center. Bob has presented on 
institutional (school/workplace) and juvenile violence throughout 
the United States. 
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maine chiefs of police association
Summer Meeting • June 2 & 4, 2010 • Sebasco Harbor Resort, Sebasco, ME

Agenda
Friday, June 4, 2010
0900 - 1200	 Business Meeting
0930 - 1200	 Auxiliary Meeting
12 NOON	 Meeting Ends

Wednesday, June 2, 2010
Early Arrivals	 (1500 Check-In Time)
2030 - 2230	 Hospitality Room

Thursday, June 3, 2010
0800 - 0930 	 Board of Directors Meeting
0800 - 1200 	 Registration
0900 - 1200 	 Training
1200 - 1300 	 Lunch (On your own)
1300 - 1500 	 Training
1500 - 2030	 Free Time
2030 - 2230 	 Hospitality Room

MARCH CONFIRMED AS MAINE�S U.S. MARSHAL
by Jessica Bloch - BDN Staff

ORONO, Maine - The U.S. Senate con�rmed Thursday afternoon the University of Maine�s 
top public safety of�cial as the new U.S. marshal for Maine.

Noel March, who had been UMaine�s chief of police and public safety director for eight 
years, now will become the state�s highest-ranking federal law enforcement of�cial.
March learned in December President Barack Obama had nominated him for the position.
The U.S. marshal�s responsibilities include catching federal fugitives, protecting the federal 
courts, running the witness protection program and transporting federal prisoners. The 
marshal also oversees Maine�s Violent Crimes Task Force.

�Noel is an outstanding choice to serve as U.S. Marshal for Maine,� said U.S. Sen. Susan Collins. �He is a good friend 
and a well-respected, and dedicated, public law enforcement of�cial. I know that his experience at UMaine will serve 
him well as U.S. Marshal, and he will serve both our state and nation with distinction.�

March, a Connecticut native who has lived in Maine more than 25 years, was one of �ve people put forth for the 
position by U.S. Rep. Mike Michaud, who coordinated the state�s marshal search. Other people considered included 
Oxford County Sheriff Wayne Gallant, Kennebec County Sheriff Randall Liberty, Deputy U.S. Marshal Kathryn Spellacy 
and U.S. Marshal for Maine David Viles.

Viles had served as U.S. marshal since 2002.

March said the interview and screening process began in April.

According to Collins� of�ce, March is a graduate of the FBI National Academy and he graduated cum laude with a 
bachelor�s degree from the University of New England in 1998.

Before his arrival eight years ago in Orono, March served as director of the Maine Community Policing Institute.

March said in December the U.S. marshal position is a �signi�cant honor,� for anyone in law enforcement because 
the U.S. Marshals Service is the nation�s oldest federal law enforcement agency. It was launched when George 
Washington was president.
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maine chiefs of police association
Summer Meeting • June 2-4, 2010

Sebasco Harbor Resort, Sebasco, ME

meal
Not Applicable

Registration fee

Pre-registration - $50.00	 $________
	 (On-site registration is $60.00)

total

Name:

Address:

Telephone:

Please return this registration form with your payment no later than May 28, 2010

Send to:
Maine Chiefs of Police Association, P.O. Box 2431

South Portland, ME 04116-2214
t̂z rf~ kf} ymnx ktwr yt RHTUF tkăhj fy?

207 767-2214
Please call sebasco harbor resort at 207 389-1161 

and make your room reservations. 
• Cut off dates for rooms is may 15, 2010 •

Make sure you mention 
the Maine Chiefs of Police Conference

	

registration form
(Please cut out and mail in)

I will attend.

		  I will attend training.
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There are doorbells harder to operate
than our defibrillator.

(PUSH HERE)

If you arrive first on the scene 

of a sudden cardiac arrest, a 

FirstSaveTM AED can help you 

save a life. And it’s so easy to 

use, anybody can do it. E-mail 

us at info@survivalink.com 

or call 953-939-4181 (USA)

How to save an extra 10%
AND take the hassle out of

badge reordering

TRI-STATE
POLICE & FIRE EQUIPMENT, INC.

POLICE
FIRE
EMS

Uniforms and Gear

WINTERPORT BOOT SHOP
264 STATE ST

TWIN CITY PLAZA • BREWER

1-800-248-2668    •   e-mail: uniforms@gwi.net

We are a full line 
5.11 dealer.

� 5.11 Tactical, Tru-Spec, and  Perfection 
uniforms and clothing. 5.11 uniform boots.
� U.S. Armor protective vests. 
� Duty gear from Blackhawk, Safariland, 
Perfect Fit and others. Sure�re lights and 
parts, Smith and Warren badges.

Call or e-mail for information.
PO 781 • Mattapoisett, MA 027913

Email: centralequipment@verizon.net
Tel: 508-758-3758
Fax: 508-758-9758

Acorn Recording Solutions, Inc.
“All our new recorder are designed and 

made in the USA!”

DSS Investigator
Computer Integrated Communciations

Monitoring and Recording System
Quality Control / Reporting software

Unlimited site license 
DSS Detective

Single Channel Recorder
Archiving to your computer

REVCORD
MCS / CYA

Multi-tiered password access
Web Browser

Service and support serving New England
Toll Free 888 881-0303

www.acornrecording.com
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MAINE CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACADEMY 

 
 

IN-SERVICE TRAINING 
REQUIREMENTS 

FOR 2010-2011 TRAINING CYCLE 
 
 

For All Law Enforcement Officers (Full-time and Part-time) 
 

Every law enforcement officer in the State must meet the following training 
requirements in order to maintain certification.  The Board of Trustees is required by 
law to revoke the certificate of any officer who fails to meet the training requirements. 
 
 

2010 Calendar Year 2011 Calendar Year 
2 hours each in: 2 hours each in: 

Firearms (MCJA Qualifications) 
 

Firearms (MCJA Qualifications) 

Law Updates 
 

Law Updates 

Human Trafficking Dealing with Emotionally Disturbed 
Persons (adults & juveniles) 

Drug Overdoses & Death 
Investigation Protocol 

Pursuits and Response to Calls 

Legal Issues re Roadside Stops Stress in Law Enforcement  

 
 
In addition to the 20 hours of mandatory subject area training listed above for the 2010-
2011 training cycle, every officer must complete an additional 20 hours of elective 
training as approved by the chief executive officer of the employing agency.  This 
elective training must take place between January 1, 2010, and December 31, 2011. 

 
 
 
 

Dated: June 12, 2009     
       BRIAN MACMASTER 
       Chair 
       Board of Trustees 
 

board of trustees � Maine Criminal Justice Academy
In-Service Training Requirements for 2010-2011 Training Cycle

Every law enforcement of�ce in the State must meet the following taining requirements in order to maintain certi�cation. The Board 
of Trustees is required by law to revoke the certi�cate of any of�cer who fails to meet the training requirements

In addition to the 20 hours of mandatory subject area training listed above for the 2010-2011 training cycle, every of�cer must complete 
an additional 20 hours of elective training as approved by the chief executive of�cer of the employing agency. This elective training must 
take place between January 1, 2010 and December 31, 2011

specifying the object of consent searches
Two relatively recent decisions of the Maine Supreme Judicial Court demonstrate the need for of�cers to be more 
speci�c concerning the object of the search when seeking consent.

Consent to Search Vehicle: In State v. Sargent, decided December 17, 2009, the Maine Supreme Judicial Court 
concurred with the trial court�s decision to suppress the evidence in a case of unlawful possession of scheduled 
drugs (Class C). The trial court had held that the search of a shaving kit in the passenger compartment of the 
defendant�s vehicle was unreasonable under the Fourth Amendment. It held that the defendant�s consent to search 
his vehicle did not reasonably extend to closed containers within it. The Supreme Judicial Court agreed with the 
trial court, concluding that consent to search a vehicle does not in all cases extend to containers within it, and that 
under the objective circumstances of the consent in this case the trial court could conclude that the consent did 
not reasonably encompass the bag. Under the facts of this case as found by the trial court, the circumstances did 
not reasonably suggest consent by Sargent to search closed containers within his vehicle. Sargent was stopped at 
a motor vehicle safety checkpoint and sent to a secondary area because of a seatbelt violation. Sargent was not 
informed of the object of the search before he consented. Under these circumstances, a reasonable person would 
have understood that the police intended, and Sargent agreed to, a search for further safety or possible traf�c 
violations. Therefore, the Supreme Judicial Court determined, under the objective circumstances in this case, the 
trial court did not err in concluding that Sargent did not consent to a search of the shaving kit.
Read the decision on the Web: State of Maine v. Sargent 

Consent to Search Computer: In State v. Bailey, decided March 4, 2010, the police went to defendant�s 
house looking for a person who used another person�s wireless Internet connection. The of�cer did not tell the 
defendant that he was looking for child pornography. Defendant admitted using a neighbor�s wireless connection 
and let the of�cer look at his computer. The of�cer then searched for video (AVI) �les and found apparent child 
pornography just from the �le names; the of�cer did not open the �les on the computer. The use of deception did 
not render the consent invalid. However, the Maine Supreme Judicial Court ruled that the of�cer exceeded the 
scope of the consent to check about wireless usage when he looked for the video �les, and that was suppressed. 
Pursuant to the objective reasonableness standard, the of�cer�s search exceeded the scope of the defendant�s 
consent. A reasonable person observing the exchange would have concluded that the defendant was consenting 
to a search for the purpose indicated by the of�cer: to see if someone had been accessing his computer without 
his permission. The of�cer clearly exceeded that scope when he ran a general search for the video �les on the 
defendant�s computer. The of�cer�s search was not consistent with his stated purpose, and for that reason the 
of�cer�s search for AVI �les violated the defendant�s Fourth Amendment rights.
Read the decision on the Web: State v. Bailey.
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admissions and confessions
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Right to Silence

Fifth Amendment Right to Counsel 

Sixth Amendment Right to Counsel 
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LEGISLATIVE  DOCUMENTS  OF  THE  124TH  LEGISLATIVE  
SECOND  REGULAR  SESSION  2010

(Revised 4-15-10)

The following bills considered during the 124th Legislative Second Regular Session were monitored by the 
Maine Chiefs of Police Association Legislature and Law Committee:

LD 529			   "An Act To Create a Traf�c Court"
Sponsored by Representative Donald Pilon	
Reference Committee: 	 Judiciary 	  
Last Senate Action: 	 1/26/2010 -  Pursuant to Joint Rule 310.3 Placed in Legislative Files (DEAD)	 

LD 568	"		  An Act To Amend the Sex Offender Registration Laws" (Emergency)	 
Sponsored by Representative Richard Sykes	
Reference Committee: 	 Criminal Justice and Public Safety 	  
Last Senate Action: 	 3/22/2010 -  Pursuant to Joint Rule 310.3 Placed in Legislative Files (DEAD)

LD 791			   "An Act To Prohibit Furnishing a Place for Minors To Use Illegal Drugs"	  
Sponsored by Senator Kevin Raye			 
Reference Committee: 	 Criminal Justice and Public Safety 		
Amendment C �B�S-364Summary: This amendment replaces the bill and mirrors the penalties for furnishing a place for a minor to 
consume alcohol in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 28-A, section 2081. For purposes of this new crime, a minor is a person under 
21 years of age. The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section.		   
Last Senate Action:	 4/12/2010 - In Possession of the Senate When the Senate Adjourned Sine Die and Placed in the 			 
			   Legislative Files (DEAD)

LD 1503	 "An Act To Establish Emergency Zones on Public Ways To Minimize Accidents"	  
Sponsored by Senator A. Trahan
Reference Committee 	 Transportation 		   
Amendment s-398 C �A� Summary: This amendment, which strikes and replaces the bill, requires an operator of a motor vehicle 
to proceed at a careful and prudent speed when approaching or passing through an emergency zone. The amendment de�nes 
"emergency zone" as any portion of a way where at least one stationary ambulance or emergency medical service, �re department, 
hazardous material response or police vehicle is located with emergency lights in use for the purposes of rendering medical assistance 
or responding to an event when the situation presents a risk of harm to a person using the way or an area immediately adjacent to the 
way.		   
			   Signed by the Governor on March 26, 2010 as Public Law Chapter 554

LD 1522		  "An Act To Streamline the Renewal Process for a Permit To Carry a Firearm"	 
Sponsored by Representative Benjamin Pratt	
Reference Committee: 	 Criminal Justice and Public Safety 	  
Amendment H-633 C �A� Summary: This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment speci�es that, if there is an objection to the 
issuance of an initial permit to carry a �rearm to a person who would otherwise be prohibited from doing so, the objection must be 
provided to the Commissioner of Public Safety in writing and, as is currently provided, the commissioner may not issue the permit. 
The reason for the objection must be communicated in writing to the commissioner in order for it to be the sole basis for denial. 
If a person noti�ed objects in writing, including the reason for the objection, to the commissioner regarding a 2nd or subsequent 
issuance of a permit, the commissioner shall consider the objection when determining whether a 2nd or subsequent permit may be 
issued to the applicant, but need not deny the issuance of a permit based on an objection alone. Again, as current law provides, the 
commissioner may deny any application for a permit, even if no objection is �led.
			   Signed by the Governor on March 11, 2010 as Public Law Chapter 503

LD 1561		  "An Act To Regulate the Use of Traf�c Surveillance Cameras"	  
Sponsored by Senator Dennis Damon	
Reference Committee: 	 Transportation 	  
Summary: This bill prohibits the use of traf�c surveillance cameras to collect data that could be used to uniquely identify a vehicle or 
individual and adds automated license plate recognition systems to the list of regulated surveillance technology.		
Summary of Adopted Amendment S-401 C �A�: This amendment strikes and replaces the bill.  The amendment de�nes "automated 
license plate recognition system" as a system of one or more mobile or �xed high-speed cameras combined with computer algorithms 
to convert images of registration plates into computer-readable data. The amendment clari�es that an automated license plate 
recognition system does not include a photo-monitoring system used by the Maine Turnpike Authority or a law enforcement agency 
for toll enforcement purposes.
Summary of Adopted Amendment S-432 S "B" to C "A": Amend the amendment in section 1 in §2117A in subsection 3 in paragraph 
C in the last 2 lines (page 2, lines 1 and 2 in amendment) by striking out the following: "a reasonable articulable suspicion, or records 
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from the National Crime Information Center database" and inserting the following: ’speci�c and articulable facts of a concern for 
safety, wrongdoing or a criminal investigation or pursuant to a civil order or records from the National Crime Information Center 
database or an of�cial published law enforcement bulletin’
Summary of Adopted Amendment S-453 S "C" to C "A": This amendment removes authority for the joint standing committee of the 
Legislature having jurisdiction over transportation matters to submit a bill to the First Regular Session of the 125th Legislature.	 
Signed by the Governor on April 5, 2010 as Public Law Chapter 605 

LD 1590		  "An Act To Update and Clarify Polygraph Examiner and Private Investigator Licensing Laws Administered 		
			   by the Department of Public Safety"	  
Sponsored by Representative Anne Haskell	
Reference Committee: 	 Criminal Justice and Public Safety 		   
Last Senate Action:	 2/4/2010 - Pursuant to Joint Rule 310.3 Placed in Legislative Files (DEAD)

LD 1610		 "An Act To Establish the Silver Alert Program"	  
Sponsored by Representative Margaret Rotundo	
Reference Committee: 		  Criminal Justice and Public Safety 	  
Summary of Adopted Amendment H-709 C �A�: This amendment, which is the majority report, replaces the bill. It requires the 
Department of Public Safety to develop a Silver Alert Program for missing senior citizens in cooperation with the Department of 
Transportation, the Maine Turnpike Authority, the Of�ce of the Governor, a statewide organization representing broadcast groups 
in the State and appropriate law enforcement agencies. The Silver Alert Program must include standards of procedure for receiving 
reports of a missing person with an irreversible deterioration of intellectual faculties such as dementia and activating a Silver Alert at 
the appropriate local or statewide level and a plan for alerting the public through the media and highway message signs. The Silver 
Alert Program must also include appropriate training for all law enforcement of�cers. The program and training must be developed 
and implemented within existing resources. The amendment removes the requirement for Board of Trustees of the Maine Criminal 
Justice Academy to establish mandatory minimum standards by January 1, 2011 and for law enforcement agencies to certify that their 
policies are consistent with those standards. 
			   Signed by the Governor on April 1, 2010 as Public Law Chapter 583 

LD 1612 		  "An Act To Amend the Laws Regarding the Unlawful Use of License or Identi�cation Card"	  
Sponsored by Representative Meredith Strang Burgess 
Reference Committee: 	 Criminal Justice and Public Safety 	  
Summary: This bill amends the offense of possessing or displaying a suspended license by creating a 2-tier violation, a crime and a 
traf�c infraction, which parallels the changes made to the operating after suspension statute by Public Law 2009, chapter 297. The bill 
provides that a person commits a Class E crime if that person displays or possesses a suspended driver’s license or identi�cation card 
when operation of the motor vehicle by that person is punishable as a crime. The bill also provides that a person commits a traf�c 
infraction if that person displays or possesses a suspended driver’s license or identi�cation card when operation of the motor vehicle 
by that person is punishable as a traf�c infraction.
The bill further adds a cross-reference to clarify what is intended by the conduct of "operating while license suspended." The conduct is 
as described in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29-A, section 2412-A, subsection 1-A, paragraph A.
The bill also clari�es which prohibited acts are strict liability crimes.
Summary of Adopted Amendment H-617 C "A": This amendment strikes from the bill language regarding the suspension of an 
identi�cation card, as it is not suspended like a driver’s license. The amendment also gives a law enforcement of�cer the authority to 
have towed a motor vehicle of a person who is issued a summons for a traf�c infraction operating after suspension.
			   Signed by the Governor on March 5, 2010 as Public Law Chapter 493.

LD 1700		  "An Act Concerning Statewide Communications Interoperability"	  
Sponsored by Representative Patsy Crockett	
Reference Committee: 	 Criminal Justice and Public Safety 		   
Last House Action	 4/5/2010 -  The House INSISTED to its former action whereby the Bill FAILED of PASSAGE TO BE 			 
			   ENACTED.  ORDERED SENT FORTHWITH.  Placed in the Legislative Files. (DEAD)	

For additional information regarding the above bills you can go to http://janus.state.me.us/legis/LawMakerWeb/search.asp and type 
in the legislative document number you want to search for.

Members of the Maine Chiefs of Police Association are strongly encouraged to contact the legislative representative in their district 
as bills related to law enforcement issues are addressed.  If you have any questions or concerns on legislative matters please contact 
Committee Chair, Chief Douglas Bracy, York Police Department or Steven R. Giorgetti, Legislative Liaison for the Maine Chiefs of 
Police Association.

LEGISLATIVE  DOCUMENTS  OF  THE  124TH  LEGISLATIVE  
SECOND  REGULAR  SESSION  2010 (continued)
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An act to streamline the renewal process for 
a permit to carry a �rearm

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 15 MRSA §393, sub-§2, as amended by PL 2007, c. 670, §7, is further amended to read:
 

2. Application after 5 years. A person subject to the provisions of subsection 1, paragraph A-1 or C as 
a result of a conviction or adjudication may, after the expiration of 5 years from the date that the person is �nally 
discharged from the sentences imposed as a result of the conviction or adjudication, apply to the commissioner 
for a permit to carry a �rearm subject to subsection 4. That person may not be issued a permit to carry a con-
cealed �rearm pursuant to Title 25, chapter 252. A permit issued pursuant to this subsection is valid for 4 years 
from the date of issue unless sooner revoked for cause by the commissioner. For purposes of this subsection, 
"�rearm" does not include a �rearm de�ned under 18 United States Code, Section 921(3).
Sec. 2. 15 MRSA §393, sub-§4, as amended by PL 2007, c. 670, §8, is further amended to read:

 
4. Noti�cation, objection and decision. Upon receipt of an application, the commissioner shall 
determine if itthe application is in proper form. If the application is proper, the commissioner shall within 30 
days notify in writing the sentencing or presiding judge, the Attorney General, the district attorney for the county 
where the applicant resides, the district attorney for the county where the conviction occurred, the law enforce-
ment agency that investigated the crime, the chief of police and sheriff in the municipality and county where the 
crime occurred and the chief of police and sheriff in the municipality where the applicant resides as of the �ling 
of the application. The commissioner may direct any appropriate investigation to be carried out. If, within 30 
days of the sending of notice, any person so noti�ed objects in writing to the issuance of a permit, a permit may 
not be issued. The commissioner may deny an application even if no objection is �led.

 
A.  If, within 30 days of the sending of notice, a person noti�ed objects in writing to the commissioner regard-
ing the initial issuance of a permit and provides the reason for the objection, the commissioner may not issue 
a permit. The reason for the objection must be communicated in writing to the commissioner in order for it to 
be the sole basis for denial.

 
B.  If, within 30 days of the sending of notice, a person noti�ed objects in writing, including the reason for the 
objection, to the commissioner regarding a 2nd or subsequent issuance of a permit, the commissioner shall take 
the objection and its reason into consideration when determining whether to issue a 2nd or subsequent permit 
to the applicant, but need not deny the issuance of a permit based on an objection alone.

 
The commissioner may deny any application for a permit even if no objection is �led.

 
Effective 90 days following adjournment of the 124th Legislature, Second Regular Session, unless otherwise 

indicated.




